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NOTES OF A MEETING OF THE STANDING AND FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE
HELD IN THE MAYOR’S PARLOUR
ON TUESDAY 23 MARCH 2026

The meeting opened at 6pm.

Present:

Cllrs: Sarfaraz Raja (Chairman) Majid Hussain (Mayor), Lesley Clarke OBE, Imran Hussain (Deputy Mayor),  Darren Hayday and Arman Alam.

Mr Joe Bradshaw MVO, Town Clerk was also present

	Min
Ref
	Discussion
	Actions

	1.
	WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked those present in the Mayor’s Parlour and those joining on TEAMS for attending.  The Town Clerk reported that he had received apologies from: Cllrs Trevor Snaith and Mazamal Hussain.

	


	2.
	NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 13 JANUARY 2026

There were no matters arising from the notes taken at the last meeting held on 13 January and it was agreed unanimously that the notes were a true and accurate record. 

	

	3.
	UPDATE ON NOMINATIONS FOR MAYOR FOR 2026/27 MAYORAL YEAR

The Town Clerk advised that he had only received one nomination for Mayor for the 2026/27 Mayoral Year.  He advised that the candidate was travelling to Pakistan and should be back in the UK prior to the Charter Trustee meeting.  It was agreed that in the event that the current situation in the Middle East escalated and flights between Pakistan and the UK became impossible that if there was only one nomination that the sub-committee would recommend to the main body of Charter Trustees that the candidate would be permitted to speak via TEAMS at the meeting.

	







	4.
	FEEDBACK FROM MAYOR’S OFFICE OPEN DAY

The Mayor advised that the Mayor’s Open Day had proved to be very successful and popular throughout the period when the Mayor’s Parlour was made available. Whilst there were a number of issues that needed to be resolved for future Open Day events it was agreed that it should become a regular event in the future.  The Town Clerk agreed to take a greater lead in future planning to ensure that a proper Risk Assessment was carried out given that there were issues with a number of disabled guests who required access to the building from the main reception entrance.  This would require additional Charter Trustee attendance to provide escort duties where necessary.  

	




	5.
	UPDATE ON BANK BALANCES AND ESTIMATE OF YEAR ENDING FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The Town Clerk reported that the bank balances in respective bank accounts were as follows: Community Account £25,617.77
32 day-notice Savings Account £41,623.98.  He advised that there was likely to be a slight overspend on the 25/26 budget but that the bank account balances were still very healthy.

	



	6.
	REVIEW OF NOMINATIONS FOR HONORARY FREEMEN AND FREEWOMEN AND MAYOR’S MEDALS

The Town Clerk advised that he had not received any nominations.  

	



	7.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was no further business.

	



	8.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman advised that the Town Clerk would notify the committee of the date of the next meeting when the end of year finances would be discussed.
	






The meeting closed at 6.25pm
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