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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CHARTER TRUSTEES
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, HIGH WYCOMBE
ON TUESDAY 12 MAY 2026

The meeting began at 6.05pm

	Present

Cllrs Majid Hussain (Mayor), Arman Alam, Hazel Arthur-Hewitt, Mohammed Ayub, Chris Chilton, Lesley Clarke OBE, Ed Gemmell, Darren Hayday, Imran Hussain, Mazamal Hussain, Trevor Snaith and Julia Wassell.  

Joe Bradshaw (Town Clerk) and Sarah Martin (Mayor’s Secretary) were also in attendance.

	

	
	

	1.

	The Mayor opened the meeting and invited the Town Clerk to read a prayer.


	2.
	Apologies

The Town Clerk reported that apologies had been received from Charter Trustee Councillors Khalil Ahmed, Mahboob Hussain OBE JP, Catherine Oliver and Sarfaraz Raja.


	3.
	Minutes of the last Charter Trustees Meeting held on 16 April 2026.

The Mayor asked Charter Trustees if they had any comments regarding the accuracy of the minutes that had been presented following the last meeting and also for their approval. 

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held 20 January 2026 be approved and were a true and accurate record of the meeting.


	4.
	Matters arising from the last meeting.

There were no matters arising.


	5.
	Mayor’s Communications.

The Mayor highlighted a number of events that he had attended.  A copy of the list of  events is enclosed with these minutes. 



	

6.
	Review of First Mayoral Year of Office with 15 Charter Trustees supporting

The Mayor opened the floor for concerns and suggestions on future opportunities to ensure that the Mayor has the opportunity to support events and activities in all wards in the unparished area.  Cllr Hazel Arthur-Hewitt suggested that each ward member proposes events that the Mayor might attend.  Cllr Arman Alam expressed his concern that the Mayor might attend events without receiving a formal invitation and recommended that the Charter Trustee of the ward is involved so that they encourage the organiser to send out a formal invitation to the Mayor’s office.  Cllr Mazamal Hussain agreed with the proposal and  advised that this had happened in the past.  Cllr Lesley Clarke OBE suggested that the Mayor should visit more primary schools and that the local councillor should be invited to accompany the Mayor on visits to the schools.  Cllr Chris Chilton supported the initiative as he believed that this would improve the profile of the Mayoralty and Charter Trustees.  Cllr Julia Wassell also endorsed the suggestion but was concerned that in her ward that there might not be as many events compared to other words in the unparished area but also expressed that in her opinion that perhaps the Mayoralty was becoming outdated and questioned whether support for civic events might be waning? In particular she was concerned about the message of Beating the Bounds and turning a child on its head during the event.  She suggested that perhaps it was time to modernise some elements of the Mayoralty?  Cllr Chris Chilton also agreed with the suggestion that the Mayoralty should be modernised but admitted that he struggled to offer a clear picture in his head as to what needed to be done to make this happen.  Cllr Arman Alam believed that there should be more publicity when the Mayor is announced and that his availability to support events across the town be encouraged across the town.  Cllr Trevor Snaith briefed the Charter Trustees about his year in office and suggested that Mayors should walk proudly through the town wearing their chain of office when they are travelling from the council offices to attend events in the town as during his tenure this enabled him to have a greater relationship with people around the town.  He also suggested that the Bucks Free Press be approached to ascertain whether they would consider allowing the Mayor to have a monthly page to tell people of the town about the events that he had attended.  Cllr Hazel Arthur-Hewitt suggested that Charter Trustees be honest by offering the reasons why they are unable to attend an event once the invitation is received given that everyone has busy lives and that whilst they would like to attend sometimes it is not possible to fit everything in – especially at the weekend.  Cllr Lesley Clarke OBE mentioned that the Chairman of Wycombe District Council had a magnetic plate on their car to indicate that the car belonged to the Chairman of the Council.  Cllr Hazel Arthur-Hewitt suggested that we consider procuring a large screen to video link the AGM to those who are waiting for the Weighing In Ceremony outside the Guildhall.  Cllr Ed Gemmell proposed that we promote our historic event more widely and try to share our historic experience with other towns across the country.  He considered that this would be most helpful and would help to encourage more visitors to the town. He also suggested that a World Mayoral Weighing In Day be promulgated for the 3rd Saturday of May. Cllr Julia Wassell agreed that it was an excellent suggestion but was concerned that Charter Trustee funding for the event might make the project difficult. Cllr Lesley Clarke OBE said that it might be a good idea to liaise with local media companies to ascertain whether they would be interesting in filming the event in future years. Cllr Mazamal Hussain suggested that the Mayor should increase the profile of the Mayoralty on social media as this appeared to have dropped off in recent years.  The Town Clerk agreed that he would build an Action Plan for the incoming Mayor to take forward the ideas and suggestions during his year in office.

	7.
	Suggestions and Ideas on how to improve Mayoral handover.

Cllr Lesley Clarke OBE requested that we tidy up the procession from the Guildhall to the Town Hall after the Weighing In ceremony and also when Charter Trustees are processing out of the church at a Civic Service.


	8.
	Any Other Business:

The Mayor thanked the Charter Trustees for their support during the year. He also thanked the Town Clerk and the Mayor’s Secretary for their incredible guidance and efforts during his year in office.



	9.
	Date of next meeting.

The next meeting is currently scheduled for Thursday 23 June 2026 at 6pm.





MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS DURING PERIOD 17 APRIL TO 11 MAY 2026

17th April – Visited Kindness in Bucks Baby Basket Making Session at JB’s Café
	        Royal Star and Garter’s 7th Birthday Party

18th April – Attended Wycombe Youth Action’s Anti Knife Crime Event under the Guildhall

19th April – Went to Bucks Army Cadet Force Visitors Day at Arncott Barracks, near Bicester

24th April – Students from Kelkheim visited the Mayor’s Parlour

	       Attended the Chairman’s Reception in Aylesbury

25th April – Attended Wycombe Homeless Connection’s Annual Thanksgiving Service

	        Attended the High Wycombe Choral Society Concert at All Saints

29th April – Hosted local Royal British Legion volunteers in the Mayor’s Parlour

6th May – Joined the High Wycombe Town Twinning Association Meeting via Zoom

9th May – Visited the Spotlight Exhibition at the Creative Hub

10th May – Attended the Mayor of Aylesbury’s Civic Reception
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