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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CHARTER TRUSTEES
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, HIGH WYCOMBE
ON TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2025

The meeting began at 6.08pm

	Present

Cllrs Majid Hussain (Mayor), Arman Alam, Hazel Arthur-Hewitt, Mohammed Ayub, Chris Chilton, Lesley Clarke OBE, Ed Gemmell, Darren Hayday, Imran Hussain, Mahboob Hussain OBE JP, Mazamal Hussain, Catherine Oliver, Trevor Snaith and Julia Wassell.  
Joe Bradshaw (Town Clerk) and Sarah Martin (Mayor’s Secretary) were also in attendance.

	

	
	

	1.

	The Mayor opened the meeting and invited Imam Sultan to read a prayer.
 

	2.
	Apologies

The Town Clerk reported that apologies had been received from Charter Trustee Councillor Khalil Ahmed and Charter Trustee Sarfaraz Raja.


	3.
	Minutes of the last Charter Trustees Meeting held on 24 June 2025

The Mayor asked Charter Trustees if they had any comments regarding the accuracy of the minutes that had been presented following the last meeting and also for their approval. 

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held 24 June 2025 be approved and were a true and accurate record of the meeting.


	4.
	Matters arising from the last meeting.

There were no matters arising.


	5.
	Mayor’s Communications.

The Mayor highlighted a number of events that he had attended.  A copy of the list of  events is enclosed with these minutes. 






	
6.
	Notes from the Meeting of the Standing & Finance Sub-Committee held on 
10 July 2025.

In the absence of the Chairman of the Standing and Finance Sub-Committee the Mayor asked the Town Clerk to brief Charter Trustees on highlights of the notes that had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The Town Clerk confirmed that Charter Trustee Sarfaraz Raja had been appointed as Chairman of the committee and that Charter Trustee Arman Alam had been appointed as his Vice-Chairman.

The Town Clerk advised that a number of minor amendments had been incorporated into the Charter Trustees Handbook following the merger of the Standing and Finance Sub-Committees and confirmed that any future amendments would require the approval of the Charter Trustees before they are incorporated into the handbook. 

The Town Clerk confirmed that arrangements were now in place for the Mayor to take the replica chain to Pakistan as both the insurance and briefcase requirements had now been met.

The Town Clerk confirmed that he was working closely with Charles Brocklehurst on the move of the Mayor’s Parlour and the adjoining office for the Mayor’s Secretary and that they would be delivered to our specific requirements including secure storage for the civic regalia.  He also reported that he had no idea what the timescale for the move would be as he understood that the project was running behind schedule.  Further discussion ensued on the issue of “Save QVR” and it was agreed that this matter would be debated in the Wycombe Town Committee which followed.

The Town Clerk confirmed that the Mayor’s Secretary’s salary had been increased to £17454 which represented a 4.1 per cent increase; he also confirmed that the Finance and Standing Sub-Committee had approved an increase in the honorariums for the officers based on the Bank of England RPI as follows: Town Clerk £7860 per annum; Beadle, Macebearer and Town Crier £520 per annum.

The Town Clerk also confirmed that following the resignation of Charter Trustee Khalil Ahmed that it was agreed that Charter Trustee Julia Wassell would replace him on the Standing and Finance Sub-Committee.


	7.
	Battle of Britain Service to be held on Sunday 14 September 2025

The Town Clerk reported that there had been a disappointing response from Charter Trustees for the Battle of Britain Church Service.  He asked that Charter Trustees try to support the Mayor at future events given that their number had reduced from 24 to 16. A number of Charter Trustees explained their reasons for non-attendance.


	8.
	Any Other Business.

Charter Trustee Darren Hayday asked about the potential town twinning with the town in Ukraine (Zhytomyr) but it was agreed unanimously that this could not be taken forward by the Charter Trustees but that the Mayor would welcome any civic guests from the town should they visit High Wycombe in the future.


	9.
	Date of next meeting.

The next meeting is currently scheduled for Tuesday 25 November 2025 at 6 pm.


EVENTS ATTENDED BY MAYOR SINCE LAST CHARTER TRUSTEE MEETING

27th June 	– Official opening of Baked by Marie
28th June 	– Ryan Ninan Children’s Charity Football and Family Fun Day
                         Rotary Club President’s Night
29th June 	– The Horse Trust, Horses, Hounds and Heroes Event
3rd July 	– Roz Curry from Wycombe Museum visited Parlour
4th July 	– TGI Friday’s Brand Revival Re-Opening
5th July 	– Booker Summer Show
7th July 	– Royal Grammar School Senior Prize Giving Ceremony
9th July 	– Tot Town Graduation Ceremony
	   	   BNU College of Health and Society Away Day at Adam’s Park
11th July 	– Officially opening of Perkin Elmer new offices
                        Youth Parliament of Pakistan visited Parlour
12th July 	– SV2G King’s Award for Voluntary Service Presentation
                         Visit to the Young at Heart Club
13th July 	– Mayor’s Civic Service at All Saints Church
15th July 	– Safe Haven Dementia Care Home’s 10th Anniversary Celebrations
16th July 	– Association of Charter Trustee Towns Meeting
17th July 	– Wycombe Museum Thank You Party
19th July 	– Opening Celebration of new Worship Space at Union Baptist Church
20th July 	– Wycombe Marsh RBL VE/VJ Celebration Events
29th July 	– BNU Graduation Ceremony
2nd August 	– Carers Family Fun Day – Foxes Piece School Marlow.
7th August 	– Mayor of Marlow visited Parlour
9th August 	– Wycombe Food Hub’s 5th Year Anniversary Service & Celebrations
10th August 	– 999 Day under the Guildhall
12th August 	– Wycombe Youth Action visited Parlour
13th August 	– Met with Fairtrade Steering Group
15th August 	– Royal Artillery Association VJ Day Service
	              Royal British Legion VJ Day Service
Page 2 of 2

