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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CHARTER TRUSTEES
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, HIGH WYCOMBE
ON THURSDAY 16 APRIL 2026

The meeting began at 6.04pm

	Present

Cllrs Majid Hussain (Mayor), Khalil Ahmed, Arman Alam, Hazel Arthur-Hewitt, Mohammed Ayub, Chris Chilton, Lesley Clarke OBE, Darren Hayday, Imran Hussain, Mahboob Hussain OBE JP, Mazamal Hussain, Catherine Oliver, Sarfaraz Raja, Trevor Snaith and Julia Wassell.  
Joe Bradshaw (Town Clerk) and Sarah Martin (Mayor’s Secretary) were also in attendance.

	

	
	

	1.

	The Mayor opened the meeting and invited the Town Clerk to read a prayer.

The Mayor then called for a minute’s silence to remember former Charter Trustee and Town Mayor of High Wycombe Alan Hill and invited Charter Trustee Lesley Clarke to pay tribute to his work as a councillor.  Charter Trustees Mahboob Hussain and Sarfaraz Raja added their thoughts and memories of working with Alan.
 

	2.
	Apologies

The Town Clerk reported that apologies had been received from Charter Trustee Councillors Ed Gemmell


	3.
	Minutes of the last Charter Trustees Meeting held on 20 January 2026.

The Mayor asked Charter Trustees if they had any comments regarding the accuracy of the minutes that had been presented following the last meeting and also for their approval. 

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held 20 January 2026 be approved and were a true and accurate record of the meeting.


	4.
	Matters arising from the last meeting.

There were no matters arising.




	5.
	Mayor’s Communications.

The Mayor highlighted a number of events that he had attended.  A copy of the list of  events is enclosed with these minutes. 



	

6.
	Matters Arising from the Standing and Finance Sub-Committee Meeting held on 13 January 2026.

Having reviewed the minutes of the last meeting Charter Trustee Chris Chilton was concerned about the budget recommendations that had been approved at the last meeting and was concerned by difference between the precept approved by the Charter Trustees (£60K) and the budget for the 2026/27 financial year (£79K) which he considered would drastically reduce the bank balance.  The Town Clerk reassured him that he was confident that the deficit of £19K would be reduced by income received from VAT refunds, a payment to support the annual reception from the Wycombe/Kelkheim twinning and interest credited to the 32-day account.  He also advised that a number of the budget areas were likely to be underspent.  Charter Trustee Lesley Clarke supported the guidance of the Town Clerk.  Charter Trustee Khalil Ahmed expressed his concern about the £6K allocated for the Mayor Making catering at the Town Hall.  The Town Clerk advised that this was being offset by the £750 he had received from the Wycombe Twinning but that whilst costs  had significantly increased he was optimistic that savings could still be made on his budget estimate by providing the Town Hall with accurate numbers prior to the event to ensure that they did not over-cater which would allow us to save money and avoid food waste.


	7.
	Matters Arising from Standing and Finance Sub Committee held on 23 March 2026.

The Mayor advised that a copy of the notes of the meeting had been circulated prior to the meeting.  He then asked the Town Clerk to brief on any items that would require further highlighting. The Town Clerk advised that given that Charter Trustee Imran Hussain had returned safely from Pakistan that the contingency for him to join the meeting on TEAMS was not required.  He also mentioned the excellent arrangements that had been put in place by Charter Trustees Hazel Arthur-Hewitt and Julia Wassell to ensure that the Mayor’s Open Day was an overwhelming success and the Mayor then invited both Charter Trustees to provide a short brief on the arrangements that they put in place on the day.  The Mayor thanked them both for their efforts and was particularly pleased that so many people had visited the Mayor’s Parlour on the day.  Charter Trustees Imran Hussain and Chris Chilton were also thanked for their support on the day. 

The Town Clerk also briefed that he was disappointed that there had been no nominations for Honorary Freeman/Freewoman or Mayor’s Medals.


	8.
	Election of Town Mayor of High Wycombe for 2026/27 Mayoral Year.

The Mayor confirmed that the election process would follow the very clear guidance contained in the Charter Trustees Handbook.  He asked the Town Clerk if he could advise the names of the nominations and confirm that he had received nominations from a proposer and a seconder.


The Town Clerk confirmed that he had received one nomination for Town Mayor for the 2026/27 Mayoral Year.  He advised that Charter Trustee Julia Wassell had proposed Charter Trustee Imran Hussain to be Mayor and that it had been seconded by Charter Trustee Chris Chilton.  He also advised that given that the closing date for nominations was 31 March 2026 at 5pm that no further nominations could be considered at the meeting.  

The Mayor invited Charter Trustee Julia Wassell to make her proposal for Mayor to the Charter Trustees and then asked Charter Trustee Chris Chilton to second the proposal.

He then thanked them both for taking the time and trouble to prepare and submit their nominations. Charter Trustee Imran Hussain was then invited to brief the Charter Trustees to demonstrate his fitness to hold the office of Mayor.  During his briefing Charter Trustee Majid Hussain advised that Charter Trustee Arman Alam would be Deputy Mayor if he was elected.  The Mayor thanked Charter Trustee Imran Hussain for his presentation and advised that he had been very supportive during the past 12 months.  The Mayor advised that as there was only one nomination for Mayor that he would not be asking Charter Trustee Imran Hussain to leave the room but he did invite Charter Trustees to question him on any issues or concerns that they may have.  There were no questions and the Mayor asked those Charter Trustees who had been present to hear the proposal, seconding and candidate address to vote in this election. He confirmed that there would be no proxies and only those Charter Trustees who had been physically present for the whole process would be entitled to vote.  The Mayor asked for a show of hands from those who wish to support the proposal that Charter Trustee Imran Hussain be elected as Town Mayor of High Wycombe for the coming 2026/27 Mayoral Year.  

It was resolved  unanimously that Charter Trustee Majid Hussain be appointed as Mayor of High Wycombe for the 2026/27 Mayoral Year at the 2026 Annual General Meeting of the Charter Trustees of High Wycombe on Saturday 23 May 2026.

The Mayor requested that the result of the election shall be recorded by the Town Clerk and the winner of the election shall be Charter Trustee Imran Hussain - Mayor Elect and Charter Trustee Arman Alam - Deputy Mayor Elect for the next Mayoral Year.   He further advised that the names of the Mayor Elect and Deputy Mayor Elect shall not be published or disclosed until 9 May 2025 which is 2 weeks before the Annual General Meeting.  The Town Clerk will publish the names of the Mayor Elect and Deputy Mayor Elect and the Mayor requested that these details remain confidential until the announcement date.


	9.
	Any Other Business.

The Mayor asked for better support from Charter Trustees at Civic events and also looked forward to support at the Mayor’s Ball which was scheduled to be held at Wycombe Town Hall on Friday 17 April 2026.


	10.
	Date of next meeting.

The next meeting is currently scheduled for Thursday 16 April 2026 at 6pm.





EVENTS ATTENED BY MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR 27 JANUARY TO 16 APRIL 2026

27th January – Visited Rape and Sexual Assault Support Services

30th January – Attended the Royal Star and Garter 110th Birthday Party

8th February – Hosted a Civic Service at the Ark Centre

14th February – Visited the Young at Heart Club
		  Attended the Official Opening of Ambala
		  Interviewed by ‘Wycombe Spotlight’

19th February – Attended the Official Opening of the new Tesco Store in town
		  Hosted visitors at the Mayor’s Parlour Open Day

21st February – Attended ‘Shen Yun’ Performance at Wycombe Swan

23rd February – Local resident Geoff Pearce visited Mayor’s Parlour
		  Local business Ollie DX ADHD Screening visited Mayor’s Parlour

26th February – Attended the Chiltern Rangers Chalk Grassland Project in Castlefield Woods

27th February – Visited the Hannah Ball Academy

3rd March – Attended a Community Iftar in the Eden Centre

5th March – Attended ‘Sacred Threads’ Exhibition of Islamic Prayer Mats at the Creative Hub

6th March – Attended BNU’s Primary Care Training Hub Opening Event

7th March – Attended the Annual Mock Trial Competition at Wycombe Law Courts

8th March – Attend the Wycombe Sinfonia Musical Trains Concert at All Saints Church

13th March – Clients of Step In Café visited the Mayor’s Parlour

23rd March - Standing & Finance Sub Committee Meeting at the Mayor’s Parlour

25th March – Attended a Zoom meeting with Grecia Fair Trade Town

26th March – Attended Wycombe Development Ground Breaking Ceremony at the hospital
	           Visited the Young Enterprise Showcase Final at BNU
	            Attended the High Sheriff’s Celebrate and Shout Volunteering event

29th March – Attended the Mayor of Marlow’s Civic Celebration

11th April – Inspected the Market and took part in Beating the Bounds

14th April – Present at the Monodraught Royal Visit
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